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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of components 
that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing the maximum 
feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic
levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000 acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations that 
would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air Quality 
Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest priority for
inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex including in the Preferred Alternative 
would be located in the southern and northern portion of the Salton Sea and 
would provide habitat for a variety of avian species, including shorebirds, 
waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including sensitive species 
currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the Saline Habitat Complex 
would also provide limited habitat for some fish species, such as tilapia, and 
thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating birds. The Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to provide the microclimate benefits that currently exist at the Salton 
Sea, and could be constructed using a variety of construction methods including 
Geotubes®.  

The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down the 
majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support a 
marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water 
surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L and 
40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) to 
reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and potential fish kills due to long term 
temperature stratification (temperature variations from top to bottom of the sea). 
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The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration project. 
These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of water to 
manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred Alternative also 
includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air quality impacts that 
could result from construction and operations and maintenance activities.  

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex is 
expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird watching. 
Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based recreational 
opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. This would 
include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the on-going operation of 
the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides direction 
on implementing of a restoration program and identifies a future implementing 
agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start Habitat and 
measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the Preferred 
Alternative.  
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salton Sea Ecosystem 9-153 2007 
Restoration PEIR 



Chapter 9 
Individual Comments  

 

Cliff Hurley (CHurley) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
CHurley-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CHurley-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of components 
that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing the maximum 
feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic
levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000 acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations that 
would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air Quality 
Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest priority for
inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex including in the Preferred Alternative 
would be located in the southern and northern portion of the Salton Sea and 
would provide habitat for a variety of avian species, including shorebirds, 
waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including sensitive species 
currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the Saline Habitat Complex 
would also provide limited habitat for some fish species, such as tilapia, and 
thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating birds. The Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to provide the microclimate benefits that currently exist at the Salton 
Sea, and could be constructed using a variety of construction methods including 
Geotubes®.  

The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down the 
majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support a 
marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water 
surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L and 
40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) to 
reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and potential fish kills due to long term 
temperature stratification (temperature variations from top to bottom of the sea). 
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The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration project. 
These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of water to 
manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred Alternative also 
includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air quality impacts that 
could result from construction and operations and maintenance activities.  

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex is 
expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird watching. 
Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based recreational 
opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. This would 
include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the on-going operation of 
the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides direction 
on implementing of a restoration program and identifies a future implementing 
agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start Habitat and 
measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the Preferred 
Alternative. The Preferred Alternative includes many of the components 
suggested by the commenter. 
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Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise any 
concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration 
Program Draft PEIR. 
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Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise any 
concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration 
Program Draft PEIR. 
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The language in the Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 
2931(c)(1-3)) states that “the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum 
feasible attainment of the following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term 
stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish 
and wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts 
from the restoration projects. (3) Protection of water quality.” Improving the 
water quality of the New River is not one of the project’s legislative goals. 
However, the CRBRWQCB and the SWRCB have been working collaboratively 
with the Republic of Mexico to improve the water quality of the New River. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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All of the alternatives, including the Preferred Alternative, have the potential for 
increasing bird watching and other ecotourism activities at the Salton Sea. This 
potential increase in tourism could provide additional economic opportunities for 
communities surrounding the Salton Sea. 
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Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise any 
concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration 
Program Draft PEIR. 
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Alternatives that maintain the whole Salton Sea, including the importation of 
water from the Gulf of California and the Pacific Ocean, including the use of 
desalination, were described in Chapter 2 of the Draft PEIR. As discussed in 
Chapter 2, these alternatives were considered but were not carried forward 
as alternatives in the Draft. The importation of water from the Gulf of 
California was not carried forward because the alternative does not meet 
the CEQA requirement for feasibility as the State would not legally be able 
to control or have access to the portion of the project that would be located 
in the Republic of Mexico. The importation of water from the Pacific Ocean 
was not carried forward because the alternative has the potential to have 
substantial biological and water quality impacts in the Pacific Ocean and 
thus, did not appear to be feasible to obtain the necessary permits and 
approvals. 
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The Resources Agency agrees that R1300/R1390 record has a non-realistic 
character which was recognized during the original record. The suite of records 
was intended to serve as preliminary information only. This record has been 
removed from further consideration. The Draft PEIR has been revised to reflect 
records attributed to Paul Somerville and other researchers as being developed 
by non-DWR personnel. 

 

 

 

 

Salton Sea Ecosystem 9-164 2007 
Restoration PEIR 



Chapter 9 
Individual Comments  

dd 

LHandfelt (cont.) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salton Sea Ecosystem 9-165 2007 
Restoration PEIR 



Chapter 9 
Individual Comments  

 

Margaret Hanrahan (MHanrahan) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
MHanrahan-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MHanrahan-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex including in the Preferred Alternative 
would be located in the southern and northern portion of the Salton Sea and 
would provide habitat for a variety of avian species, including shorebirds, 
waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including sensitive species 
currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the Saline Habitat 
Complex would also provide limited habitat for some fish species, such as 
tilapia, and thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating birds. The Saline 
Habitat Complex is expected to provide the microclimate benefits that currently 
exist at the Salton Sea, and could be constructed using a variety of 
construction methods including Geotubes®. 
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The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down the 
majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support a 
marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water 
surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L and 
40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) to 
reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and potential fish kills due to long term 
temperature stratification (temperature variations from top to bottom of the sea). 

The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration project. 
These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of water to 
manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred Alternative also 
includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air quality impacts that 
could result from construction and operations and maintenance activities.  

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the Preferred 
Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise any 
concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration 
Program Draft PEIR. 
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Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise any 
concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration 
Program Draft PEIR. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of components 
that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing the maximum 
feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic
levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000 acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations that 
would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air Quality 
Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest priority for
inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex including in the Preferred Alternative 
would be located in the southern and northern portion of the Salton Sea and 
would provide habitat for a variety of avian species, including shorebirds, 
waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including sensitive species 
currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the Saline Habitat Complex 
would also provide limited habitat for some fish species, such as tilapia, and 
thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating birds. The Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to provide the microclimate benefits that currently exist at the Salton 
Sea, and could be constructed using a variety of construction methods including 
Geotubes®.  

The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down the 
majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support a 
marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water 
surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L and 
40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) to 
reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and potential fish kills due to long term 
temperature stratification (temperature variations from top to bottom of the sea). 
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The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration project. 
These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of water to 
manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred Alternative also 
includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air quality impacts that 
could result from construction and operations and maintenance activities.  

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex is 
expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird watching. 
Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based recreational 
opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. This would 
include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the on-going operation of 
the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides direction 
on implementing of a restoration program and identifies a future implementing 
agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start Habitat and 
measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the Preferred 
Alternative.  
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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CJ-1 

The Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-3)) states that 
“the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible attainment of the 
following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline 
habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the 
Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration projects. 
(3) Protection of water quality.” All of the alternatives meet the legislative 
objectives to varying degrees. 

CJ-2 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 

 

 

 

Salton Sea Ecosystem 9-176 2007 
Restoration PEIR 



Chapter 9 
Individual Comments  

 

Jean Jones (JJ) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
JJ-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JJ-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise any 
concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration 
Program Draft PEIR. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex including in the Preferred Alternative 
would be located in the southern and northern portion of the Salton Sea and 
would provide habitat for a variety of avian species, including shorebirds, 
waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including sensitive species 
currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the Saline Habitat Complex 
would also provide limited habitat for some fish species, such as tilapia, and 
thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating birds. The Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to provide the microclimate benefits that currently exist at the Salton 
Sea, and could be constructed using a variety of construction methods including 
Geotubes®.  

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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TJ-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 

Protection of wildlife and avian species is a major component of the project; 
however, such protection must be conducted in light of the two other project 
purposes (to the extent feasible, elimination of air quality impacts and protection 
of water quality). 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline 
Habitat Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality 
“tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts 
from the restoration project, and includes other measures and design 
considerations that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred 
Alternative, Air Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would 
have the highest priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise any 
concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration 
Program Draft PEIR. 
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NK-1 

The Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-3)) states that 
“the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible attainment of the 
following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline 
habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the 
Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration projects. 
(3) Protection of water quality.” While human concerns, such as human health 
and economic and recreational opportunities, are important factors that have 
been considered in the development an analysis of the alternatives, the 
alternatives are intended to meet the legislative mandates outline in the Salton 
Sea Restoration Act.  
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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TKrzysik-1 

The language in the Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 
2931(c)(1-3)) states that “the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum 
feasible attainment of the following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term 
stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish 
and wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts 
from the restoration projects. (3) Protection of water quality.” All of the 
alternatives meet the legislative objectives to varying degrees. The Salton Sea 
Restoration Act does not specify a timeframe for meeting these objectives.  

TKrzysik-2 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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BL-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise any 
concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration 
Program Draft PEIR. 
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EL-1 

The Resources Agency has a statutory mandate to prepare a programmatic 
environmental document and a restoration study and to determine a preferred 
alternative for the restoration of the Salton Sea ecosystem and the protection of 
wildlife dependent on that ecosystem (see Fish and Game Code Section 
2081.7). The Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-3)) 
states that “the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible 
attainment of the following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable 
aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and 
wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts 
from the restoration projects. (3) Protection of water quality.”  

Water quality in the New River and in agricultural runoff is outside of the scope 
of the Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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LLeventhal-1 
As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of components 
that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing the maximum 
feasible attainment of the following objectives: 
• Restoration of long term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic 

levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea;  
• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  
• Protection of water quality. 
Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000 acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations that 
would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air Quality 
Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest priority for
inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 
The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down the 
majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support a 
marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water 
surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L and 
40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) to 
reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and potential fish kills due to long term 
temperature stratification (temperature variations from top to bottom of the sea). 
While the Barrier that forms the Marine Sea would be constructed using rock, 
impacts to big horn sheep and desert tortoise would be evaluated in detail in 
future project-level analysis. 
Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex is 
expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird watching. 
Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based recreational 
opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. This would 
include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the on-going operation of 
the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 
See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the Preferred 
Alternative. 
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Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise any 
concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration 
Program Draft PEIR. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex is 
expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird watching. 
Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based recreational 
opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. This would 
include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the on-going operation of 
the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of components 
that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing the maximum 
feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic 
levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000 acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations that 
would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air Quality 
Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest priority for
inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex including in the Preferred Alternative 
would be located in the southern and northern portion of the Salton Sea and 
would provide habitat for a variety of avian species, including shorebirds, 
waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including sensitive species 
currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the Saline Habitat Complex 
would also provide limited habitat for some fish species, such as tilapia, and 
thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating birds. The Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to provide the microclimate benefits that currently exist at the Salton 
Sea, and could be constructed using a variety of construction methods including 
Geotubes®.  

The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down the 
majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support a 
marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water 
surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L and 
40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) to 
reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and potential fish kills due to long term 
temperature stratification (temperature variations from top to bottom of the sea). 
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The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration project. 
These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of water to 
manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred Alternative also 
includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air quality impacts that 
could result from construction and operations and maintenance activities.  

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex is 
expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird watching. 
Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based recreational 
opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. This would 
include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the on-going operation of 
the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides direction 
on implementing of a restoration program and identifies a future implementing 
agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start Habitat and 
measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the Preferred 
Alternative.  
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MLopez-2 

The creation of a salt crust, as described in Alternative 7, remains a viable 
mitigation approach for some areas of the Exposed Playa, as long as it can be 
proven effective at the Salton Sea. Additional studies on salt chemistry, 
mineralization, and overall control efficiencies for salt crusts could be conducted 
during project-level analysis, in order to propose this method for dust mitigation.  
Any proposed mitigation measures must be as least as efficient as measures 
currently recognized by the air regulatory agencies as Best Available Control 
Measures. 

MLopez-3 

Potential for emissions from untreated, Exposed Playa is recognized 
extensively in Appendix E of the Draft PEIR, and Appendix H-3 addresses 
control of these potential emissions in great detail. Although public health 
standards for human exposure to PM10 exist, no similar thresholds exist for 
crops. In Appendix E, Attachment E10, the limited existing literature regarding 
dust impacts on crops was reviewed. National ambient air quality standards are 
developed on the basis of impacts to health and welfare, and these standards 
were used to develop the air quality management approach for the Draft PEIR. 
Compliance with these standards should provide significant protection to crops, 
as well as human health. It would be appropriate for future project-level analysis 
to address specific impacts and required mitigation measures. 

MLopez-4 

See response to comment MLopez-1 above. The Preferred Alternative does not 
include land development around the Salton Sea to fund restoration actions. 

MLopez-5 

See response to comment MLopez-1 above. The Preferred Alternative includes 
the creation of habitat, including Saline Habitat Complex and a portion of the 
Marine Sea, in the southern portion of the present Salton Sea. As described in 
response to comment MLopez-1, although not a legislatively mandated 
objective, the Saline Habitat Complex is expected to allow for passive 
recreational opportunities, such as bird watching. Additionally, the Marine Sea 
would provide for water-based recreational opportunities that have historically 
occurred at the Salton Sea. This would include boating and fishing 
opportunities. These recreational opportunities could provide additional 
economic opportunities for communities surrounding the Salton Sea. 
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MLopez-7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MLopez-6 

The cultural and Native American history in the Salton Sea area was described 
in Chapter 15 of the Draft PEIR. The Resources Agency recognizes the 
importance of these resources and the Draft PEIR includes a variety of Next 
Steps, or mitigation measures, that seek to reduce or eliminate impacts to these 
resources. The Preferred Alternative does not include land development around 
the Salton Sea to fund restoration actions. 

MLopez-7 

See response to comment MLopez-1 above. 
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PL-1 

The hydrology and associated inflows analysis for the Draft PEIR was 
developed in coordination with the Inflows Working Group. The group was a 
sub-group of the Salton Sea Advisory Committee. It was open to the public and 
meetings were attended by a variety of local, regional, and statewide agencies, 
environmental organizations, and interested members of the public.  

As described in Appendix H-2 of the Draft PEIR, the 717,000 acre-feet inflow 
was used in the analysis of all alternatives to allow for comparison of the 
alternatives. This inflow amount was selected in corporation with the Inflows 
Working Group and was based on the best available data and technical 
information. This inflow amount was intended to minimize the risk of failure of an
alternative to meet its habitat, air quality, and water quality goals that could 
result with an inadequate water supply. It would be appropriate for reevaluation 
of future inflows to the Salton Sea to include the most current flow data during 
project-level analysis. The Draft PEIR inflow analysis does not include new 
water transfers. 

While Fish and Game Code Section 2081.7 allows for the transfer of up to 
1,600,000 acre-feet of water from IID to DWR and allows Metropolitan to 
purchase that water from DWR, as identified in the Draft PEIR, DWR has no 
plans to pursue the transfer and sale of the (c)(1) or (c)(2) water for economic 
reasons. The Resources Agency recognizes that the costs of the mitigation 
associated with the transfer of the (c)(1) and (c)(2) water could be substantial. 
As stated on page 3-81 of the Draft PEIR, “. . . the monetary benefit from the 
sale of (c)(2) or (c)(1) water does not appear to be significantly greater than the 
costs associated with the mitigations.” 

Representatives of the State met with you to discuss the inflow analysis and 
your concerns regarding this analysis. While you disagree with the inflow 
analysis, as stated above, the analysis was prepared in an open, public process 
and in coordination with members of the Inflows Working Group. All data used 
in the inflows analysis was discussed with the Inflows Working Group and the 
State has not used manipulated data in the analysis.  
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PL-3 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
PL-4 
 
 
 
 

PL-2 

The 32 member Advisory Committee included representatives from a variety of 
federal, State, and local public agencies, Tribal governments, and non-
governmental organizations. They were selected by the Legislature to provide 
balanced representation of a variety of interests in the Salton Sea in accordance
with the Salton Sea Restoration Act and related legislation. The 75-year study 
period was selected based on the Advisory Committee’s recommendation. 

PL-3 

See response to comment PL-2 above.  

PL-4 

The approach taken in the hydrologic analysis of the alternatives was to 
consider a range of possible future hydrologic scenarios over the planning 
horizon. The 75-year planning horizon was agreed upon by the Advisory 
Committee and is consistent with the planning horizon for the QSA. While the 
non-renewal of the transfer after 45 years could have been analyzed, from the 
perspective of the development of a restoration alternative, this scenario is 
speculative. Alternatives were developed under a reasonable, but conservative 
hydrologic condition such that the alternative would function across a broad 
range of possible conditions. Under future hydrologic conditions that have 
greater inflows than that used for design, such as the one described by the 
commenter, the alternatives would continue to function as designed but may 
have a larger Brine Sink. 
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PL-6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PL-7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PL-5 
The Draft PEIR considered two alternative future hydrologic conditions: No 
Action Alternative-CEQA Conditions and No Action Alternative-Variability 
Conditions. The No Action Alternative-CEQA Conditions are based on the 
CEQA Guidelines which limits consideration to those projects and actions to 
those that are reasonably foreseeable (which, for the purposes of the Draft 
PEIR was determined to be projects that have already undergone 
environmental permitting). Due to the long planning horizon for this project and 
the sensitivity of the Salton Sea conditions to inflows, a broader interpretation 
was necessary and appropriate. The No Action Alternative-Variability 
Conditions considered a broader range of possible future conditions, including 
possible future water management changes, as discussed in Appendix H-2 of 
the Draft PEIR. 

PL-6 
As discussed in Appendix H-2, the USGS (Hely et al., 1966), as part of an 
evaluation of evaporation at the Salton Sea, independently measured flows and 
provided estimates of total direct IID drain flows to the Salton Sea for years 
1961–62. These values were found to be greater that than those estimated by 
IID for the same period. The USGS also found that their computed historical 
Imperial Valley flows, while differing from those of IID on an individual year 
basis, were nearly identical over the 13-year period in which they were 
computed (Hely et al., 1966). The USGS did not continue measurement of the 
drains beyond the two-year program. IID maintains the only long-term records 
of Imperial Valley direct drains to the Salton Sea and also provided projections 
of these drainage flows for future years. 

PL-7 
discussed in Appendix H-2, the future water budget considered the best available 
ence regarding the effects of climate change in the region of the Salton Sea. The 
ure climate scenarios included in the Draft PEIR are consistent with those utilized 
he Climate Action Team Report by the California Environmental Protection 
ency (CalEPA, 2006) and cited in the Appendix H-2 of the Draft PEIR. These 
enarios indicate a strong trend toward increasing temperature, but relatively little 
ange in total precipitation. As described in Appendix H-2 of the Draft PEIR, four 
mate projections from emission-model scenarios utilized in the Climate Action 
am Report were evaluated at grid locations centered near the Salton Sea. These 
ults were consistent with that described above, indicating relatively little change, 
slight decreases, in total precipitation. These results are also consistent with 
dings by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC, 2001) Third 
sessment Report and recently released Fourth Assessment Report (IPCC, 2007). 
e Third Assessment Report is cited in the same section of the Draft PEIR, while 
Fourth Assessment Report was not yet published by the time of the Draft PEIR 

velopment. The Monte Carlo analysis considered the range of effects on 
aporation from the lowest to the highest warming scenario. 
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PL-9 
 
 
 

 
 
 
PL-10 
 
 

 
PL-11 
 
 
 
 

PL-8 

The “mean” future inflow is the average of all possible futures and not simply an 
analysis of a mid-point between extremes. In the analysis presented in 
Appendix H-2 in the Draft PEIR, the “mean” inflow would be exceeded in many 
possible future conditions. Likewise, for many other possible future conditions 
the flows would be less than the “mean” inflow. As discussed in Appendix H-2 
“Considering Uncertainty in Sizing/Placement of Major Infrastructure”, the 
selection of the appropriate inflow for use in sizing or placement of major 
infrastructure is a function of uncertainty and risk. For the Draft PEIR, a 
conservative approach was taken such that the alternative configurations 
developed by the Resources Agency would function for 80 percent of the 
possible future conditions. This does not mean that “80% of the time, 646,000 
af/yr being used would be too low” as suggested by the commenter. It does 
mean there is uncertainty regarding the future inflows and, given this level of 
uncertainty and desire for the alternatives to function over most possible 
conditions, a low level of risk was assumed. As discussed in Appendix H-2, 
similar evaluations of trade-offs and risk are part of many hydrologic or hydraulic 
analyses such as the sizing of flood control levees or water supply dams (failure 
or yield versus cost). Levees and dams are not designed for the average 
expected inflow; nor should structures at the Salton Sea.  

The Resources Agency respectively disagrees with the commenter’s suggestion
that “manipulated data” was used in the Draft PEIR. The Resources Agency has
taken great strides to perform a comprehensive analysis of the hydrologic 
conditions affecting the Salton Sea that has included extensive coordination and 
input from stakeholders.  

PL-9 

As discussed in response PLarson-a-5, the No Action Alternative-CEQA 
Conditions was based on the CEQA Guidelines. Due to the long planning 
horizon for this project and the sensitivity of the Salton Sea conditions to 
inflows, a broader interpretation was necessary and appropriate. The No 
Action Alternative-Variability Conditions considered a broader range of 
possible future conditions, including possible future water management 
changes, as discussed in Appendix H-2 of the Draft PEIR. The Resources 
Agency’s goal was to develop alternatives that would be long-lasting and not 
be at risk of failure given the uncertainty of future inflows. For these reasons a 
conservative inflow was considered in placement/sizing of major infrastructure. 
If, as the commenter appears to suggest, the infrastructure should be placed 
considering higher future inflows, the alternative would not function should 
these flows not materialize.  
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PL-10 

Each of the alternatives considered in the Draft PEIR was analyzed for the 
range of flows under No Action Alternative-CEQA Conditions and No Action 
Alternative-Variability Conditions. The detailed results of these analyses are 
shown in Appendix H-2, Attachment 2 and are summarized in various parts of 
the Draft PEIR, including Chapter 5 “Surface Water Resources”. In addition, the 
performance of each alternative for individual hydrologic traces representing 
600,000 acre-feet/yr, 700,000 acre-feet/yr, 800,000 acre-feet/yr, and 900,000 
acre-feet/yr average annual inflows is included in these sections. 

PL-11 

The commenter identifies a legal and policy issue that is outside of the scope of 
the Draft PEIR.  
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RLozoya-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RLozoya-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise any 
concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration 
Program Draft PEIR. 
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RLynn-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RLynn-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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TLin-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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TLindley-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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AMeyer-1 

This comment does not raise any concerns or questions specific to the State’s 
Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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AMorris-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 

 

 

 

Salton Sea Ecosystem 9-218 2007 
Restoration PEIR 



Chapter 9 
Individual Comments  

 

Blake Miles (BMiles)  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

BMiles-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

BMiles-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of components 
that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing the maximum 
feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic
levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000 acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations that 
would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air Quality 
Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest priority for
inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex including in the Preferred Alternative 
would be located in the southern and northern portion of the Salton Sea and 
would provide habitat for a variety of avian species, including shorebirds, 
waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including sensitive species 
currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the Saline Habitat Complex 
would also provide limited habitat for some fish species, such as tilapia, and 
thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating birds. The Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to provide the microclimate benefits that currently exist at the Salton 
Sea, and could be constructed using a variety of construction methods including 
Geotubes®.  

The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down the 
majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support a 
marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water 
surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L and 
40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) to 
reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and potential fish kills due to long term 
temperature stratification (temperature variations from top to bottom of the sea). 
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The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration project. 
These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of water to 
manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred Alternative also 
includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air quality impacts that 
could result from construction and operations and maintenance activities.  

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex is 
expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird watching. 
Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based recreational 
opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. This would 
include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the on-going operation of 
the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides direction 
on implementing of a restoration program and identifies a future implementing 
agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start Habitat and 
measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the Preferred 
Alternative.  
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BMontes-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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CM-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 

 

 

 

Salton Sea Ecosystem 9-222 2007 
Restoration PEIR 



Chapter 9 
Individual Comments  

 

Efron Morrison (EM) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salton Sea Ecosystem 9-223 2007 
Restoration PEIR 



Chapter 9 
Individual Comments  

dd 

EM (cont.) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
EM-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

EM-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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EM-2 

As described in Chapter 1 of the Draft PEIR (see page 1-3), the ability to use 
the Salton Sea for a repository of agricultural drainage was protected when 
President Calvin Coolidge in 1924 and 1928 ordered specific sections of land 
under the Salton Sea to be withdrawn from settlement, location, sale, or entry, 
and reserved for the purposes of creating a drainage reservoir. At this time 
there is no intent to change the Salton Sea as a repository for drainage water.  
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EM-3 

The Draft PEIR addresses land use and population and housing in Chapters 11 
and 12, respectively. It is expected that most of the area around the Salton Sea 
would continue to remain in agricultural production and that water demands 
from future population growth would be met through water conservation. The 
inflows analysis conducted for the Draft PEIR accounts for these potential future 
changes.  
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EM-4 

Municipal growth in the IID water service area would not result in additional 
water to the Salton Sea. Water would be expected to come from reductions in 
irrigation applications resulting in less drainage water that would otherwise flow 
to the Salton Sea. 
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EM-5 
Alternatives that maintain the whole Salton Sea, including the importation of 
water from the Gulf of California and the Pacific Ocean were described in 
Chapter 2 of the Draft PEIR. As discussed in Chapter 2, these alternatives were 
considered but were not carried forward as alternatives in the Draft PEIR. The 
importation of water from the Gulf of California was not carried forward because 
the alternative does not meet the CEQA requirement for feasibility as the State 
would not legally be able to control or have access to the portion of the project 
that would be located in the Republic of Mexico. The importation of water from 
the Pacific Ocean was not carried forward because the alternative has the 
potential to have substantial biological and water quality impacts in the Pacific 
Ocean and thus, did not appear to be feasible to obtain the necessary permits 
and approvals.  
The concept of desalinization to control salinity has not been implemented on 
the large scale required at the Salton Sea. However, this concept could be 
considered on a smaller scale and the U.S. Bureau of Reclamation and others 
are currently conducting a pilot project related to desalination of Salton Sea 
water. Desalination of Salton Sea water could be considered further during 
project-level analysis.  
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EM-6 

Refer to response to comment EM-5. 
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GM-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of 
providing the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the 
Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline 
Habitat Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality 
“tool box” measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts 
from the restoration project, and includes other measures and design 
considerations that would work to protect water quality. Under the 
Preferred Alternative, Air Quality Management and the Saline Habitat 
Complex would have the highest priority for inflows, followed by inflows into 
the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 

Project funding is outside of the scope of the Draft PEIR. However, as 
required by the project’s legislative mandates, a Funding Plan has been 
prepared for the Preferred Alternative. This Funding Plan identifies a variety 
of potential sources of funding for restoration actions at the Salton Sea. 

 

 

Salton Sea Ecosystem 9-233 2007 
Restoration PEIR 



Chapter 9 
Individual Comments  

 

Judy Murphy (JMurphy) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JMurphy-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JMurphy-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of components 
that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing the maximum 
feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic
levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000 acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations that 
would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air Quality 
Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest priority for
inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex including in the Preferred Alternative 
would be located in the southern and northern portion of the Salton Sea and 
would provide habitat for a variety of avian species, including shorebirds, 
waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including sensitive species 
currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the Saline Habitat Complex 
would also provide limited habitat for some fish species, such as tilapia, and 
thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating birds. The Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to provide the microclimate benefits that currently exist at the Salton 
Sea, and could be constructed using a variety of construction methods including 
Geotubes®.  

The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down the 
majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support a 
marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water 
surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L and 
40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) to 
reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and potential fish kills due to long term 
temperature stratification (temperature variations from top to bottom of the sea). 
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The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration project. 
These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of water to 
manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred Alternative also 
includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air quality impacts that 
could result from construction and operations and maintenance activities.  

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex is 
expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird watching. 
Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based recreational 
opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. This would 
include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the on-going operation of 
the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides direction 
on implementing of a restoration program and identifies a future implementing 
agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start Habitat and 
measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the Preferred 
Alternative.  
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Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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KMclaren-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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This comment does not raise any concerns or questions specific to the State’s 
Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 

 

Salton Sea Ecosystem 9-241 2007 
Restoration PEIR 



Chapter 9 
Individual Comments  

dd 

MMiller (cont.) 

 

 

 

Salton Sea Ecosystem 9-242 2007 
Restoration PEIR 



Chapter 9 
Individual Comments  

 

MMiller (cont.) 
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Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise any 
concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration 
Program Draft PEIR. 
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Alternatives that maintain the whole Salton Sea, including the importation of 
water from the Gulf of California was described in Chapter 2 of the Draft PEIR. 
As discussed in Chapter 2, this alternative was considered but was not carried 
forward as alternatives in the Draft. The importation of water from the Gulf of 
California was not carried forward because the alternative does not meet the 
CEQA requirement for feasibility as the State would not legally be able to 
control or have access to the portion of the project that would be located in the 
Republic of Mexico. The use of solar ponds has been considered in prior Salton 
Sea studies (see Chapter 4 of the Draft PEIR). However, due to the large 
amount of water that would need to be treated, the use of solar ponds was not 
considered in detail in the Draft PEIR. However, future project-level analyses 
could further consider the use of solar ponds on a smaller scale. 
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The Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-3)) states that 
“the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible attainment of the 
following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline 
habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the 
Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration projects. 
(3) Protection of water quality.” Based on this statutory mandate, the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program is focused on the restoration of a marine, or 
saline, water body with salinities that range from 20,000 mg/L to over 200,000 
mg/L.  
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TM-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton 
Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not 
raise any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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ON-1 

Chapter 21 of the Draft PEIR includes analysis of the potential for loss of 
access to geothermal resources at the Salton Sea. As identified in Chapter 
21, all of the alternatives could provide for expanded geothermal values and 
Next Steps (i.e., mitigation measures) were identified and would include 
participation of the geothermal industry. The Next Steps identified in Chapter 
21 include measures such as corridors for geothermal facilities or use of 
future technologies that would reduce impacts of the energy resource facilities
on wildlife.  

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
includes an area designated for geothermal development and additional 
coordination with the geothermal interests.  

ON-2 

The Resources Agency has a statutory mandate to prepare a programmatic 
environmental document and a restoration study and to determine a preferred 
alternative for the restoration of the Salton Sea ecosystem and the protection of 
wildlife dependent on that ecosystem (see Fish and Game Code Section 
2081.7). The Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-3)) 
states that “the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible 
attainment of the following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable 
aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and 
wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts from
the restoration projects. (3) Protection of water quality.” Development of 
geothermal facilities is not one of the restoration program’s statutory objectives.  

ON-3 

See response to comment ON-2. Development of geothermal facilities is 
outside of the scope of the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program, 
but could be conducted by others.  
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RNicklen-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of components 
that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing the maximum 
feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic
levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000 acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations that 
would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air Quality 
Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest priority for
inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex including in the Preferred Alternative 
would be located in the southern and northern portion of the Salton Sea and 
would provide habitat for a variety of avian species, including shorebirds, 
waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including sensitive species 
currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the Saline Habitat Complex 
would also provide limited habitat for some fish species, such as tilapia, and 
thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating birds. The Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to provide the microclimate benefits that currently exist at the Salton 
Sea, and could be constructed using a variety of construction methods including 
Geotubes®.  

The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down the 
majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support a 
marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water 
surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L and 
40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) to 
reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and potential fish kills due to long term 
temperature stratification (temperature variations from top to bottom of the sea). 
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The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration project. 
These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of water to 
manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred Alternative also 
includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air quality impacts that 
could result from construction and operations and maintenance activities.  

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex is 
expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird watching. 
Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based recreational 
opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. This would 
include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the on-going operation of 
the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides direction 
on implementing of a restoration program and identifies a future implementing 
agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start Habitat and 
measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the Preferred 
Alternative.  

RNicklen-2 

The State recognizes the urgency of restoration. However, future 
implementation would require additional authorizing legislation and identification 
of an implementing agency. The Draft PEIR provides an anticipated schedule 
for design, permitting, and construction of the project. Due to the nature, size, 
and funding availability of the project along with the issues that need resolution, 
it is anticipated that construction could not begin until 2011. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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CPankow-1 
The Resources Agency has a statutory mandate to prepare a programmatic 
environmental document and a restoration study and to determine a preferred 
alternative for the restoration of the Salton Sea ecosystem and the protection of 
wildlife dependent on that ecosystem (see Fish and Game Code Section 
2081.7). The Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-3)) 
states that “the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible 
attainment of the following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable 
aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and 
wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts from 
the restoration projects. (3) Protection of water quality.”  
Water quality improvements in the New River are outside of the scope of the 
Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program. 

CPankow-2 
As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of components 
that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing the maximum 
feasible attainment of the following objectives: 
• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic

levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea;  
• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  
• Protection of water quality. 
Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000 acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations that 
would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air Quality 
Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest priority for
inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 
The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex including in the Preferred Alternative 
would be located in the southern and northern portion of the Salton Sea and 
would provide habitat for a variety of avian species, including shorebirds, 
waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including sensitive species 
currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the Saline Habitat Complex 
would also provide limited habitat for some fish species, such as tilapia, and 
thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating birds. The Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to provide the microclimate benefits that currently exist at the Salton 
Sea, and could be constructed using a variety of construction methods including 
Geotubes®.  
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 The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 

located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down the 
majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support a 
marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water 
surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L and 
40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) to 
reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and potential fish kills due to long term 
temperature stratification (temperature variations from top to bottom of the sea). 

The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration project. 
These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of water to 
manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred Alternative also 
includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air quality impacts that 
could result from construction and operations and maintenance activities.  

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex is 
expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird watching. 
Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based recreational 
opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. This would 
include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the on-going operation of 
the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides direction 
on implementing of a restoration program and identifies a future implementing 
agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start Habitat and 
measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the Preferred 
Alternative.  
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CPelle-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex including in the Preferred Alternative 
would be located in the southern and northern portion of the Salton Sea and 
would provide habitat for a variety of avian species, including shorebirds, 
waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including sensitive species 
currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the Saline Habitat Complex 
would also provide limited habitat for some fish species, such as tilapia, and 
thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating birds. The Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to provide the microclimate benefits that currently exist at the Salton 
Sea, and could be constructed using a variety of construction methods including 
Geotubes®.  

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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SPeak-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SPeak-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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FR-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FR-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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George Ray (GR) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GR-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GR-1 

Populations of desert pupfish which occupy discrete inputs (drains and creeks) 
that flow into the Salton Sea are currently presumed connected as a single 
metapopulation which allows some level of gene flow among the populations. 
The most recent analysis of desert pupfish genetics supports this conclusion. 
Desert pupfish connectivity, as described in the Draft PEIR, would maintain, to 
varying degrees, the existing population connections.  

While a fully connected population is susceptible to a certain level of risk from 
the rapid spread of diseases, parasites, and/or invasive species, maintaining the
present connectivity of desert pupfish would not expose the species to a greater 
risk than it currently experiences. Without such connections, there is a risk that 
a single population could be extirpated during times of low or non-existent 
water, and would not be re-populated. 
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HR-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HR-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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JReed-1 
JReed-2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JReed-1 

The Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-3)) states that 
“the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible attainment of the 
following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline 
habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the 
Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration projects. 
(3) Protection of water quality.” As described in Chapter 1 of the Draft PEIR, the 
Salton Sea Restoration Act and related legislation facilities implementation of 
the Quantification Settlement Agreement and the Imperial Irrigation District 
Water Conservation and Transfer Project. Changes to the Quantification 
Settlement Agreement and the Imperial Irrigation District Water Conservation 
and Transfer Project are outside of the scope of the Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program.  

JReed-2 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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JRinger-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

JRinger-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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MR-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MR-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex is 
expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird watching. 
Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based recreational 
opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. This would 
include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the ongoing operation 
of the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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PR-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of components 
that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing the maximum 
feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic
levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000 acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations that 
would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air Quality 
Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest priority for
inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

The 62,000-acre Saline Habitat Complex including in the Preferred Alternative 
would be located in the southern and northern portion of the Salton Sea and 
would provide habitat for a variety of avian species, including shorebirds, 
waterfowl, and potentially for fish-eating birds, including sensitive species 
currently found at the Salton Sea. It is expected that the Saline Habitat Complex 
would also provide limited habitat for some fish species, such as tilapia, and 
thus, provide foraging habitat for fish-eating birds. The Saline Habitat Complex 
is expected to provide the microclimate benefits that currently exist at the Salton 
Sea, and could be constructed using a variety of construction methods including 
Geotubes®.  

The 45,000-acre Marine Sea included in the Preferred Alternative would be 
located primarily in the northern portion of the Sea, but would extend down the 
majority of the eastern and western shorelines. It is intended to support a 
marine fishery and fish-eating birds (such as pelicans, double-crested 
cormorants, and black skimmers). The Marine Sea would stabilize at a water 
surface elevation of -230 feet msl with a salinity between 30,000 mg/L and 
40,000 mg/L. The water depth would be less than 10 to 12 meters (39 feet) to 
reduce hydrogen sulfide generation and potential fish kills due to long term 
temperature stratification (temperature variations from top to bottom of the sea). 
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The Preferred Alternative incorporates the air quality “tool box” measures to 
eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the restoration project. 
These measures include the allocation of 0.5 acre-foot per acre of water to 
manage emissive areas of the Exposed Playa. The Preferred Alternative also 
includes actions and mitigation measures to reduce air quality impacts that 
could result from construction and operations and maintenance activities.  

Although not a legislatively mandated objective, the Saline Habitat Complex is 
expected to allow for passive recreational opportunities, such as bird watching. 
Additionally, the Marine Sea would provide for water-based recreational 
opportunities that have historically occurred at the Salton Sea. This would 
include boating and fishing opportunities and allow for the on-going operation of 
the majority of the existing harbors at the Salton Sea. 

The Preferred Alternative also includes a variety of actions that could be 
implemented within the 5-year timeframe after the Legislature provides direction 
on implementing of a restoration program and identifies a future implementing 
agency. These actions include activities such as Early Start Habitat and 
measures targeted to address air quality uncertainties. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the Preferred 
Alternative.  
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PR (cont.) 
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PR-2 

The process and criteria for selecting the Preferred Alternative are described in 
Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR.  
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PR-3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PR-3 

Comments PR-3 through PR-10 provide a summary of the general attributes, 
benefits, and potential effects of each of the eight alternatives analyzed in the 
Draft PEIR, and serve as background and context for the recommendation of a 
preferred alternative presented in PR-11. This summary generally reflects the 
information contained in the Draft PEIR and provides a reasonably accurate 
characterization of each of the alternatives; however, several points of 
clarification are presented below.  

The summarized descriptions of the alternatives in the comments provide 
interpretations of the performance of the alternatives relative to achieving the 
historic levels of fish and wildlife. The Draft PEIR presents information that 
projects, based on habitat modeling, how well selected bird species might be 
supported given the characteristics of the habitat in each of the alternatives. 
These projections provide an indication of the relative performance of the 
alternatives, but are not definitive regarding whether an alternative will support 
the historic levels of bird use at the Salton Sea. These results should be 
interpreted as indications of the likelihood that a given alternative would meet 
the objectives. Similarly, the analysis of fish diversity should not be interpreted 
as definitive. In the analysis, fish diversity relative to historic conditions assumes 
that that the alternatives that contain deep marine sea habitats would have a 
much higher likelihood of supporting historic fish diversity than alternatives that 
rely on habitats with shallower water. This assumption was based on the 
conditions at the Salton Sea when those fish species survived and were 
successfully reproducing. 
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PR-4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PR-5 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PR-4 

See response to comment PR-3. 

PR-5 

See response to comment PR-3. 
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PR-6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PR-6 

It is unclear how the statement made in PR-6 regarding the relative 
performance of Alternative 4 with regard to playa emissions (i.e., “up to five 
times more emissive than the least emissive alternatives”) was derived. Table 
10-15 of the PEIR indicates that fugitive dust emissions (PM10) during Phase IV 
would be above, but near the levels associated with the No Action under 
alternatives 1, 2, and 8. Alternatives 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7 would be about 2, 25, 5, 5, 
and 15 times greater than projected emissions under the No Action. 
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PR-7 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PR-8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PR-7 

See response to comment PR-3. 

PR-8 

See response to comment PR-3. 
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PR-8 
cont. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PR-9 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PR-9 

Comment PR-9 suggests the need for clarification on the Freshwater Reservoir 
in Alternative 7 and questions whether the barrier for the reservoir was 
considered in the cost estimates. The embankment for the Freshwater 
Reservoir was included in the cost estimate contained in the Draft PEIR (Table 
H7-19 on page 96 of Appendix H-7).  

Comment PR-9 also raises concerns about the potential for increased avian 
disease resulting from the increased availability of freshwater. While the 
alternatives were designed to maintain salinity levels that would discourage the 
development of some avian diseases (e.g., avian botulism), insufficient 
information on the design and operation of the reservoir was available to fully 
analyze the influence of the reservoir on avian diseases. This analysis would be 
conducted at a project level. 
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cont. 
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PR-9 
cont. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PR-10 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PR-10 

See response to comment PR-3. 
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PR (cont.) 
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PR-11 

See response to comment PR-1. 
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RRobinson-1 
 
 
 
 
 

RRobinson-2 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RRobinson-3 
 
RRobinson-4 
 
RRobinson-5 
 

 

 

RRobinson-1 

As described in Appendix H-6, berms contain water that is less than 6 feet in 
depth whereas dikes contain water that between 6 to 10 feet in depth. 

RRobinson-2 

As described in Appendix H-6, Geotubes® are encased in berms that contain 
water that is less than 6 feet in depth. 

RRobinson-3 

This change has not been made to the Draft PEIR because aquiculture a 
purpose of the Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program and is not 
anticipated to be included in the Saline Habitat Complex areas.  

RRobinson-4 

This change has not been made to the Draft PEIR because private research 
facilities are not a purpose of the Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program 
and are not anticipated to be included in the Saline Habitat Complex areas. 

RRobinson-5 

See response to comment RRobinson-1. 
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R. Kathleen M. Rooney (RRooney) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RR-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RRooney-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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Ron Rubin (RRubin) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RRubin-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

RRubin-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise any 
concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration 
Program Draft PEIR. 
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SRaynor-1 

As described in Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR, the Preferred Alternative 
recommended by the Secretary for Resources includes a variety of 
components that are intended to meet the legislative mandates of providing 
the maximum feasible attainment of the following objectives: 

• Restoration of long-term stable aquatic and shoreline habitat for the 
historic levels and diversity of fish and wildlife that depend on the Salton 
Sea;  

• Elimination of air quality impacts from the restoration project; and  

• Protection of water quality. 

Specifically, the Preferred Alternative includes 62,000 acres of Saline Habitat 
Complex, a 45,000-acre Marine Sea, incorporates the air quality “tool box” 
measures to eliminate, to the extent feasible, air quality impacts from the 
restoration project, and includes other measures and design considerations 
that would work to protect water quality. Under the Preferred Alternative, Air 
Quality Management and the Saline Habitat Complex would have the highest 
priority for inflows, followed by inflows into the Marine Sea. 

See Chapter 3 of this Final PEIR for a more detailed description of the 
Preferred Alternative. 
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SRogers-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SRogers-1 

The Resources Agency has a statutory mandate to prepare a programmatic 
environmental document and a restoration study and to determine a preferred 
alternative for the restoration of the Salton Sea ecosystem and the protection of 
wildlife dependent on that ecosystem (see Fish and Game Code Section 
2081.7). The Salton Sea Restoration Act (Fish and Game Code 2931(c)(1-3)) 
states that “the preferred alternative shall provide the maximum feasible 
attainment of the following objectives: (1) Restoration of long-term stable 
aquatic and shoreline habitat for the historic levels and diversity of fish and 
wildlife that depend on the Salton Sea. (2) Elimination of air quality impacts from 
the restoration projects. (3) Protection of water quality.”  

Water quality in the New River and in agricultural runoff is outside of the scope 
of the Salton Sea Ecosystem Restoration Program. 
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Theresa Rohloff (TR) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TR-1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

TR-1 

Thank you for your letter and interest in the Salton Sea and the Salton Sea 
Ecosystem Restoration Program. However, your comment does not raise 
any concerns or questions specific to the State’s Salton Sea Ecosystem 
Restoration Program Draft PEIR. 
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